
Dear Members of our Catholic Parishes, 
   Today, Abraham is portrayed as being willing to let go of what was most precious to 
him, the only son of his old age. In being willing to let his son go to God, he went on to 
receive him back as a gift. Many people find it a very disturbing story, because it portrays 
God as asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son as a burnt offering to God. We are rightly 
shocked by the image of God asking a father to sacrifice his son in this way. Abraham 
lived about a thousand years before Christ. In the religious culture of that time it was not 
uncommon for people to sacrifice their children to various gods. The point of the story 
seems to be that the God of Israel is not like the pagan gods. If Abraham thought that 
God was asking him to sacrifice his son Isaac like the people who worshiped other gods, 
he was wrong. God was not asking this of Abraham. Yet the willingness of Abraham to let 
go of what was most precious to him if that was what was asking remained an inspiration 
tot he people of Israel. He had already shown a willingness to let go of his family and his 
homeland as he set out towards an unknown land in response to God’s call. 
   The early Church understood the relationship between Abraham and Isaac as pointing 
ahead to the relationship between God the Father and Jesus. Like Abraham, God was 
prepared to let go of what was most precious to him, his divine Son, our of love for 
humanity. God was prepared to let his Son take on our flesh, with all the dangers that 
entailed. Saint Paul marvels at this generosity of God on our behalf, as he writes, ‘God did 
not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us all.’ God let his precious Son join in 
our humanity even though the consequences meant the rejection of Jesus by his own 
people, and ultimately, his crucifixion. Even after Jesus was crucified, God continued to 
give Him to as as Risen Lord. When Paul contemplates this self-emptying love of God for 
us, he asks the rhetorical question, ‘With God on our side who can be against us?’ If God’s 
love for us is so total, then we have nothing to fear from anything or anyone. 
   A very powerful way to reflect on this action of God during Lent is to pray the Stations 
of the Cross on Fridays, at 6:45 pm, following our Soup Supper at 6:00 pm. All of our 
parishes pray the Stations of the Cross during Lent. You may ask locally for your time. 
 
God bless, 
Father Dan 


